
Antigone Essay 
Objectives: 
To evaluate the relevancy of a literary work’s themes to everyday life. 
 
Directions: Write a polished, well-organized analytical essay of at least 5 paragraphs (introduction, 3 or 
more body paragraphs, and conclusion). 
 
Due Dates: 
___ Prewriting Graphic Organizer (due beginning of hour Tuesday, Oct. 22) 10pts 
___ Final draft submitted to TURNITIN.com ( due end of class on Wednesday, Oct. 23 ) 50pts 
 
Ancient Play; Modern Theme. 
After more than two thousand years, Antigone continues to impart relevant themes upon 
modern audiences. In a well-organized, unified essay, identify a theme from the play and analyze its 
relevance to today’s readers. 
 

Identify a theme that is relevant to today’s readers. You are not restricted to the themes we tracked in 
class.  Consider the play’s messages about pride, civil disobedience (breaking the law to listen to your 
conscience), family, loyalty, etc. (This will be your thesis statement.) 
 

Discuss the theme and the relevance to modern readers. (This will be the body of your paper). 
o Body Paragraph 1: 

 Provide events from the text that demonstrate the theme you have   identified.  

 Discuss how the theme is developed throughout the play.  

 Integrate quote(s) with LINE numbers 
o Body Paragraph 2: 

 Draw connections between events in the play and events in modern life. 

 Explain how the theme relates to events in modern life.  

 Integrate quote(s) with LINE numbers 
 

o Body Paragraph 3: 

 Identify events in the play (related to your theme) that contain lessons for modern 
society.  

 Explain what modern society can learn from these moments in the play. 

 Integrate quote(s) with LINE numbers 
 

Conclusion 

 Return to the main idea of the introduction.   

 Synthesize, don't summarize.  Include a brief summary of the paper's main points, but don't 
simply repeat things that were in your paper. They have read it. Instead, show your reader how 
the points you made and the support and examples you used were not random, but fit together.  

 Point to broader implications—answering the question “So what?” 

This is a formal paper: 

-No contractions (Don’t) 
-No use of personal pronouns (I, YOU, WE)  
-Correct grammar usage 
-12 point font in Calibri or Times New Roman 
-Double spaced 
-Original Title (Antigone Themes) 
-Name, Date, Hour-upper left corner 
-Submitted to TURNITIN.com by end of hour 10/23/13 
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