@ Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement
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} A pronoun must agree with its antecedent in number, gender,
and person. An antecedent is the word—a noun or another
pronoun—that a pronoun replaces or refers to.

Agreement in Number

Most of the time, making a pronoun agree in number with its
antecedent is easy: a plural antecedent takes a plural pronoun,

and a singular antecedent takes a singular pronoun.
Here are three trouble spots that confuse writers and readers.

1. A collective noun, such as team, audience, herd, or family, may
be referred to by either a singular or a plural pronoun. The

collective noun’s number is determined by its meaning in the

sentence.

Use a singular pronoun to refer to a collective noun whose
parts act as a single unit.
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CHAPTER 8

The orchestra will give its final performance tonight.
(The orchestra is acting as a single unit.)

Use a plural pronoun to refer to a collective noun whose parts
act individually. 3
‘ Q&'(-EBS T0

The orchestra have tuned up their instruments.
(The orchestra members are acting individually.)

. A plural pronoun is used to refer to nouns or pronouns joined
by and. . Q\Q’(-EBS T0

Marla and l'gg@gg played their trumpets together.

3. A pronoun that refers 1o nouns or pronouns joined by or or nor i
should agree with the noun of pronoun nearest to it. ]

Neither the conductor nor the musicians|have taken their

places on stage. PLURAL PRONOUN #°
4
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Plural Indefinite Pronouns

Use a plural pronoun to refer to a plural indefinite pronoun.

O

Both of the pianists played their own compositions.
4 PLURAL INDEFINITE PRONOUN 4 PLURAL PERSONAL PRONOUN

Few of us brought our sheet music.

Singular or Plural Indefinite Pronouns

Some indefinite pronouns can be singular or plural. Use the
meaning of the sentence 10 determine whether a personal
pronoun that refers to an indefinite pronoun should be singular
or plural.

If the indefinite pronoun refers to a portion of a whole, use a
singular personal pronoun.

Some of the music has lost its appeal.

o If the indefinite pronoun refers to members of a group, use a
E plural personal pronoun.
= i some of the musicians play their instruments.
© WP
é‘ Indefinite pronouns that end in one, body, oF thing are always

singular.

@ Why It Matters in WHting o

If the personal pronouns and indefinite-pronoun antecedents in
your sentences don't agree, your writing will be very confusing for
readers. 3
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3 orchestra has theit own particular history.
-

E ]

=]

Thevmhnls related to two three-stringed \
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~instruments, the rebec and the Polish fiddle, i
T AT their o
~played in the 1500s. Both of these had its

~ limitations.
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