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 CATEGORY          15-14 13         12-11      10-9 or less 

Introduction Includes an attention 
grabber, broad/general 
statement(s) about topic, 
and an underlined thesis 
statement. 

Includes three of the four: 
attention grabber, 
broad/general 
statement(s) about topic, 
and an underlined thesis 
statement. 

Includes two of the four: 
attention grabber, 
broad/general 
statement(s) about topic, 
and an underlined thesis 
statement. 

Includes one of the four.  
However, no clear 
introduction.  Poorly 
written. 

Paragraph 
Construction 

All paragraphs include 
introductory sentence, 
explanations or details, 
and concluding sentence. 

Most paragraphs include 
introductory sentence, 
explanations or details, 
and concluding sentence. 

Paragraphs included 
related information, but 
were typically not 
constructed well. 

Paragraphing structure 
was not clear and 
sentences were not 
typically related within the 
paragraphs. 

Conclusion Final paragraph neatly 
wraps up paper, 
summarizes the main 
points, and restates 
thesis in a different way. 

Final paragraph includes 
two of the following: neatly 
wraps up paper, 
summarizes the main 
points, and restates thesis 
in a different way 

Final paragraph includes 
one of the following: neatly 
wraps up paper, 
summarizes the main 
points, and restates thesis 
in a different way 

Poor written conclusion or 
there is no conclusion. The 
paper just ends. 

Mechanics No grammatical, spelling 
or punctuation errors. 

A few grammatical, 
spelling or punctuation 
errors 

Several grammatical, 
spelling, or punctuation 
errors. 

Many grammatical, 
spelling, or punctuation 
errors. 

Literature  
Review 

All 3 literature reviews are 
addressed clearly and 
completely Plus additional 
material. Information 
clearly relates to the main 
topic. It includes several 
supporting details and/or 
examples. 

3 of the 3 literature 
reviews are addressed 
clearly.  Information 
clearly relates to the main 
topic. It provides 1-2 
supporting details and/or 
examples. 

2 of the 3 literature 
reviews are addressed 
clearly and completely.  
Information relates to the 
main topic. No details 
and/or examples are 
given. 

1 or less of the 3 literature 
reviews are addressed 
clearly and completely. 
Information has little or 
nothing to do with the main 
topic. 

Narrative First-person point of view; 
Creative; Facts 
highlighted; Dialogue 
included; 2 or more pages 

4 of 5 requirements met 3 of 5 requirements met 2 or fewer requirements 
met 

Citations Paper cites when 
necessary. Paper 
includes at least 3 
citations (minimum 1 
citation per literature 
review) that is cited 
correctly per MLA 
standards. 

Paper cites when 
necessary. Paper includes 
at least 2 of 3 citations 
(minimum 1 citation per 
literature review) that is 
cited correctly per MLA 
standards. 

Paper cites when 
necessary. Paper includes 
at least 1 of 3 citations 
(minimum1 citation per 
literature review) that is 
cited correctly per MLA 
standards. 

Paper does not cite when 
necessary. Paper does not 
include citations per MLA 
standards. 

Sources/Work 
Cited page 

All sources (information 
and graphics) are 
accurately documented in 
the desired format. 

All sources (information 
and graphics) are 
accurately documented, 
but a few are not in the 
desired format. 

All sources (information 
and graphics) are 
accurately documented, 
but many are not in the 
desired format. 

Some sources are not 
accurately documented. 
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